












Madison 

Milwaukee 



25 Wisconsin programs received over $6 million in funding  

from the Corporation for National and Community Service  

   

  Boys & Girls Club of Barron County - Member Afterschool Plan Portfolios (MAPP) 

  20 AmeriCorps members serve as paraeducators, program coordinators and nutrition educators to              

              Boys & Girls Club members. 

  Boys & Girls Club of Greater Milwaukee - Spheres of Proud Achievement in Reading for Kids (SPARK), 

  Camp Whitcomb, Mason Environmental Education Initiative & Arts Initiative 

SPARK– 44 AmeriCorps members provide tutoring sessions and small group reading activities to               

students in grades K-3 in order to improve literacy. 

Camp Whitcomb/Mason Environmental Initiative– 21 AmeriCorps members create, implement and lead 

youth through environmental education lessons and activities.  

Arts Initiative– 5 AmeriCorps members develop, manage and implement a comprehensive art              

program and serve youth ages 6-18 in visual and performing arts in after school club facilities. 

  Boys & Girls Club of Greater Milwaukee - Summer Slide Prevention, Kinder Academy, Graduation Plus 

Summer Slide Prevention– 9 AmeriCorps members lead lessons with literacy and math concepts                

embedded to intellectually engaged kids, ages 7-9, over the summer.  

Kinder Academy– 10 AmeriCorps members lead group activities for kids entering kindergarten          

teaching basic skills and concepts needed to begin school, ready to learn. 

Graduation Plus– 6 AmeriCorps members lead tutoring, academic advising and college preparation                   

activities for high school students who display indicators of high academic risk for failure. 

  College Possible - Milwaukee 

  30 AmeriCorps members provide intensive coaching and support to 800 low-income high school and                 

  1,200 college students in order to make college admission and success possible.  

  Dane County Department of Human Services - Partners for After School Success (PASS) 

  35 AmeriCorps Members are placed in predominately low-income or resource scarce communities in 

  order to enhance the academic achievement and school engagement of middle and high school youth  

  through positive relationships, literacy tutoring, extended learning programs and volunteer service. 

  Easter Seals Wisconsin 

  53 AmeriCorps members provide intensive personal care and lead or facilitate therapeutic recreation 

  activities for individuals with disabilities and their families at Camp Wawbeek and Respite Camp.  

  AmeriCorps members also provide therapeutic recreation activities for veterans and their family              

  members at Veteran Family Camps.   



  Indianhead Community Action Agency - Fresh Start Program 

  20 AmeriCorps members build new, affordable, energy efficient homes in rural NW Wisconsin                        

  communities to be sold or rented to first-time, lower-income individuals or families. Members are       

  provided the opportunity to earn their high school diploma or HSED and receive basic skills instruction. 

  Marshfield Clinic Research Foundation - Afterschool  

  30 AmeriCorps members provide support to afterschool programs through promoting academic                   

  success, personal/social development and healthy active living for youth ages 8-18. 

  Marshfield Clinic Research Foundation - Volunteer Wisconsin 

  45 AmeriCorps members are placed in non-profits across the state to increase their capacity to                   

  effectively engage and utilize volunteers. 

  Milwaukee Christian Center - Youthbuild (Fresh Start Program)  

  23 AmeriCorps members make a tangible impact on their community through the construction of                   

  affordable, energy-efficient housing and accessible home modifications, while gaining job and                      

  leadership skills, improving their education and developing community through service. 

  Mount Mary University Urban Education Fellows 

  30 AmeriCorps members serve as full-time teachers to over 800 students in 10-15 partner schools  

  while enrolling in graduate coursework and/ or participating in professional development activities.  

  North Central Community Action Program 

  39 AmeriCorps members provide direct services to youth and their families as mentors and tutors             

  during and after school. Members serve elementary, middle school, high school and adult learners. 

  Public Allies Milwaukee 

  45 AmeriCorps members work on service projects that enhance and expand the capacity of nonprofit 

  organizations to deliver critical direct services to Milwaukee residents. 

  Renewal Unlimited, Inc. - Fresh Start Program 

  36 AmeriCorps members construct two single family homes that are sold to low- and moderate-income 

  families. While working on the houses, they develop educational skills, pre-employment skills, job skills, 

  independent living skills and leadership skills.  

  Teach for America - Milwaukee 

  120 AmeriCorps members lead classrooms across the city while growing and strengthening the                

  movement for educational equality and excellence.   

  United Way of Dane County - Achievement Connections 

  20 AmeriCorps members tutor high school students in math and leverage additional volunteers to               

  provide tutoring with the goal of increasing the number of students who pass Algebra by 10th grade. 

 



  United Way of Dame County - Schools of Hope 

  26 AmeriCorps members work with school staff to increase the academic performance of students of 

  color and those from low-income families through literacy tutoring. Members also work as coordinators 

  for community volunteer tutors. 

  University of Wisconsin - Eau Claire ECLIPSE 

  45 AmeriCorps members provide one-on-one interventions to 3-5 year old children who are at risk and/ 

  or from low income families in order to help them grow in the areas of language, literacy, social                     

  interaction and initiative skills.  

  University of Wisconsin - Oshkosh Vet Corps 

  22 AmeriCorps members are placed in a variety of local non-profit organizations where they help to 

  support the organizations’ missions while acting as a key resource for veterans and military families with 

  the objective of including more veteran volunteers in community service.  

  Western Dairyland EOC, Inc. - Fresh Start Program 

  20 AmeriCorps members construct new homes for income-eligible families in the local community and 

  do owner-occupied rehab while working on achieving high school diplomas/HSEDs, developing career 

  goals, improving self-esteem and alleviating barriers to economic self-sufficiency. 

  Wisconsin Association for Homeless and Runaway Services 

  35 AmeriCorps members provide street outreach services to homeless youth and respond to referrals 

  from police departments, schools and other youth-serving agencies. 

  Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade & Consumer Protection - Farm to School  

  30 AmeriCorps members leverage 500 community volunteers to implement farm to school strategies in 

  16 high-need Wisconsin communities to provide students healthy local foods. 

  Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction - Play and  Read  

  24 AmeriCorps members are placed in 7 public libraries throughout southern Wisconsin in order to build 

  on children’s pre-existing literacies by facilitating educational play groups for 3- and 4-year-old children.  

  Wisconsin Emergency Management - ReadyWisconsin AmeriCorps Disaster Preparedness Project  

  20 AmeriCorps members conduct emergency volunteer management capacity building, disaster                      

  preparedness outreach and disaster services in the communities they serve.   

  Wisconsin Primary Healthcare Association - Wisconsin HealthCorps  

  20 AmeriCorps members are placed in community health centers, public health departments and  

  health focused non-profits in order to serve as patient navigators, health educators and community       

  outreach specialists.   

 

 

 

  

 



Time of Your Life by Kathryn Bach 

AmeriCorps Member with Easter Seals Wisconsin AmeriCorps Partnership 
 

“We are going to win the lottery and give all of it to camp because this place is                   

AWESOME!” – two of my  campers at Wawbeek. 

Quite honestly, prior to arriving at camp I thought this term of service would be more             

similar to a normal job. After a few weeks into the summer, I began realizing my                     

expectations were extremely incorrect. This term of service was changing me.                      

Everyone at camp, regardless of his or her awareness, was teaching me something.  

Specifically, the campers showed me the power of openness and authenticity.                                                        

The campers’ willingness to show me so clearly who they were invited me to reciprocate the openness, which                

resulted in beautiful connections. One specific camper portrays this idea perfectly. I was the only counselor in a 

group of three young men. One of the three was the first camper to check in on that hectic Sunday afternoon. 

He was clearly nervous to be at camp and initially seemed distant and removed. He only wanted to walk 

around by himself or lay in bed. I thought to myself this week would challenge me. However, each day seemed 

to get easier as we began to connect. He opened up to me and allowed me to understand why he felt and      

acted the way he did. On Wednesday, he was feeling upset and wanted to escape the loud and energetic 

Olympic Games program. We walked toward the basketball hoops and I threw a basketball in his direction. He 

held it but refused to do anything more with it. After much encouragement, he finally took a shot at the hoop. 

The first shot he’d taken in six years.  

Moments like these were a regular occurrence at Camp Wawbeek. There were many nights I thought to myself 

that my heart couldn’t feel more joy than it already had. But once again, I was wrong.  

 

Selection from Spreading the Light by Megan Miller, 

AmeriCorps Member with Play and Read  
 

I feel utterly transformed by this experience. It has given me hope that I can make  

real change for the better in my community without sacrificing my role as a mother.                

I feel empowered and want to use this opportunity to empower others to offer as         

many play groups as possible throughout the community in order to nurture Beloit  

children and to instill within them confidence and the love of reading. I now see a 

brighter future for her  community. I hope to continue to serve into the following year to make sure the program 

is strong enough to sustain itself. Now that I have had the opportunity to serve with AmeriCorps Play and Read, 

I hope to be a lifelong library volunteer and I am considering serving for the local city council to make sure the 

program is well supported. I have also connected with the Second Harvest Food network as part of my               

outreach and I am  finding great joy in volunteering every week at the local food bank with my two daughters as 

well as recruiting other volunteers. This experience has illuminated life altering ways for me to serve my               

community, and I feel almost reborn after feeling as though my role in the community was snuffed out by my 

desire to be an active and attentive mother to my two children. Thank you for this amazing opportunity.  



All in a Year by Holly Wickham 

AmeriCorps Member with College Possible Milwaukee 
 

I began my second term of service apprehensively. I had heard that corps members tend to get passion 

fatigue and burn out in their second year of dedication to low-income students pursuing college degrees. 

After my first year, I knew how exhausting working with high school seniors can be. I understood how           

taxing and emotional it can be to work with forty students who face seemingly insurmountable obstacles 

every day. I was prepared for a tough year, but you can never really prepare for a year with our students.  

We had a lot of highs and lows in my cohort of 32 Vincent High School students. Together we struggled 

and celebrated through the year. College acceptance letters were sent to homes students had been evicted from weeks 

earlier. One student got married, and another incarcerated. A pregnancy started a life, then a car crash ended another. 

Scholarships won and family members lost. All of this, we went through it together.  

Two years ago when I began at College Possible, I wasn’t sure what I wanted to do with my life. Now I can say with          

confidence that what I want to do is to serve my community. I want to make higher education accessible to everyone no 

matter their background. After my second term of service, I’m not burned out and I’m not passion fatigued. There were 

times when my spirits were dimmed but never extinguished. If anything, my second year of service has strengthened my 

resolve to continue in our mission. I’m ready to keep serving for a long time.  

 

Public Allies Milwaukee by Milagro Jones  

AmeriCorps Member with Public Allies Milwaukee 
 

The United States of America was founded upon the ideal that every person despite their                     

differences is created equal. Throughout the Nation’s great history there have been many                        

opportunities for those at a disadvantage to rise above their circumstances and prove that this                      

country truly deserves to be called The Land of Opportunity. Thanks to my service as an                        

AmeriCorps member and Public Ally I can count myself among their ranks today.  

The Milwaukee Continuum of Care (CoC) have been working tirelessly to end homelessness                                                            

in the United States of America throughout my life. Unbeknownst to them I was experiencing homelessness and the                         

traumas involved with a homeless lifestyle during that time. Due to their work a network was created that gave me safe 

harbor and allowed me to make it through seemingly insurmountable obstacles and arrive at the meeting table within the 

Milwaukee CoC.  

I brought my unique experiences to the table and was able to benefit the structure they were already working to create 

and sustain. The inside perspective that I contributed impacted how the CoC evaluated the system and provided greater 

details in how the system actually operated for the consumer. 

I gave the agencies within the CoC an opportunity to                   

collaborate to a greater extent with a member of the                   

population that they serve. I created a membership structure 

within the CoC that guarantees homeless and formerly   

homeless individuals will never have to pay for the benefits of 

membership. My service and my impact are a two way street 

just like the way agencies within the CoC hold each other 

accountable. I will forever be indebted to the CoC and thanks 

to AmeriCorps I can proudly say I have made a step towards 

paying off that debt through the service I provide as a Public 

Ally. Below is a short poem that I wrote and I wanted to 

share. 

Dirt Cheap  

My roots go deep like a buried dream in your sleep,  

But my arms are outstretched like a rose from concrete,  

And you’d never think I’d even make it underneath the streets,  

That’s the reason why my favorite saying is “dirt cheap,”  

You never know the value of soil until it’s poisoned,  

Or you plant a seed and it won’t grow due to soil erosion,  

I’m a miracle flower that grows while the ground is frozen,  

I’m a diamond in the dirt but wash this dirt off and it’s Golden.  
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